Meeting report--9th IRIC International Symposium on Molecular Targets in Cancer Genomics.
Graduate students and postdoctoral fellows at the Institute for Research in Immunology and Cancer (IRIC) organized the 9th IRIC International Symposium on 14-15 May, 2015. The symposium was held at the IRIC, an ultra-modern research hub and training center located on the hilltop of the Université de Montréal campus in Montreal, Canada. This year's title was 'Molecular Targets in Cancer Genomics', reflecting the common interest of the IRIC student community. Through four broadly themed sessions, organizers sought to highlight the new generation of anti-cancer strategies including targeted therapies directed against actionable cancer-specific mutations, and immunotherapies, which enhance immune responses against cancer. Both targeted and immunotherapies are tailored to cancer-specific features, and require precise knowledge of cancer cells, from their genome to their proteome. The focus of this symposium was on translating the molecular basis of cancer into a functional understanding of aberrant pathways, and to uncover novel targets to be exploited for cancer therapeutic strategies.